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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 25, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CANDICE S. 
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Father Val J. Peter, Executive Direc-
tor, Girls and Boys Town USA, Boys 
Town, Nebraska, offered the following 
prayer: 

Dear Lord, we come before You on 
this fine morning to ask Your blessings 
on this House. Give wisdom and humil-
ity to all Representatives in their work 
today. May they seek what will bring 
light and goodness to our country, to 
our world. May they achieve what is 
best for our people. 

Let us each this day do one blessed 
thing for another person; ask pardon 
from another person. Bless and keep 
safe those who are in the service of our 
beloved country and bless especially 
our children, those who are hurt and 
suffering. Send people to put joy and 
happiness into their lives. 

In this we pray in Your name. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KLINE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO 
FATHER VAL J. PETER 

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I have 
the honor of extending a warm wel-
come to Father Val J. Peter, our guest 
chaplain in the House of Representa-
tives today. And I also want to thank 
him for his heartfelt moving prayer. 

Father Val is a native Nebraskan and 
has been the fourth executive director 
for Girls and Boys Town USA, with 20 
years of service to Girls and Boys 
Town. Father Peter is renowned as one 
of the principal supporters of youth in 
the world. 

Father Peter once said, ‘‘We are like 
strong swimmers. When a child is 
floundering, we have a moral obliga-
tion to plunge in and help the child out 
of harm’s way. Girls and Boys Town is 
not only to save children from harm 
but to make them whole again so they 
can become a strong, positive force 
that will touch other lives.’’ 

As the Bible’s Book of Psalms, chap-
ter 127, verses 3 through 5 says: ‘‘Be-
hold, children are a blessing from the 
Lord. Like the arrows in the hand of a 
warrior, so are the children of one’s 
youth. Happy is the man who has his 
quiver full of them.’’ 

Father Val is undoubtedly one of the 
happiest and most devoted men I have 
ever had the privilege to meet. Father 

Val Peter began his service to Girls 
and Boys Town in 1985. Twenty years 
later, as he now nears his retirement, 
the following words he wrote about 
Girls and Boys Town’s ongoing work 
have never rung truer: ‘‘In the midst of 
apathy, we bring enthusiasm. In the 
midst of despair, we bring hope. In the 
midst of burdensome bureaucracies, we 
bring an entrepreneurial spirit. In the 
midst of violence, we bring the hope of 
peace.’’ Father Val Peter has earned 
the gratitude of thousands of children 
and families across America. 

Madam Speaker, I know I speak for 
my colleagues when I say we are hon-
ored to have Father Val Peter here 
with us today. 

f 

TIME FOR UNIVERSAL HEALTH 
CARE FOR ALL 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, why 
should a family risk losing everything 
they have worked a lifetime for be-
cause one of their family members gets 
sick? Right now, one of the major eco-
nomic crises in this country is the lack 
of accessibility to affordable health 
care for the American people. 

There are 45 million Americans with-
out health insurance, and those who 
have health insurance are finding that 
their premiums, copays, and 
deductibles are putting a tremendous 
financial burden on their families. It is 
time for this Congress to come up with 
a solution. 

There is a solution at hand. It is H.R. 
676, a bill to establish Medicare for all. 
A universal, single payer, not-for-profit 
health care system, which takes the re-
sources of our system and makes it 
possible for people to be covered for all 
medically necessary procedures: for vi-
sion care, for dental care, for mental 
health care, for long-term care, and a 
prescription drug benefit. 
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